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to bring about his downfall, now made him
anticipate certain wishes of the King ; and, while
on his errand in Flanders, he took it into his own
power to carry them out. Luckily for him, he
had anticipated correctly ; and Henry sent after
him, only to hear that Wolsey had already anti-
cipated his wishes. This pleased the King
mightily, though one wonders whether he would
have been so pleased with his action if Wolsey
had anticipated wrongly ; but it was ever the
privilege of a Tudor monarch to transform a
human whim into a living issue. This mission to
the Emperor Maximilian in 1507 proved the
opening of Wolsey's political career, and was
shortly followed by other expeditions, of which
the one to Scotland was particularly successful
in giving satisfaction to the King.

It was Henry's way to bestow high ecclesiastical
authority upon those who displayed dexterity in
the political sphere ; and so on Candlemas Day,
I5093 Wolsey was appointed to the Deanery
of Lincoln, He still held several minor prefer-
ments, and would, of course, remain in constant
attendance upon the King ; but, just when this
sign of the King's favour established him in his
ease and dispelled any doubts which he may have
retained in regard to royal recognition of his own
abilities, the blight which had threatened to undo
him so often before discharged its full weight.
On April 21, 1509, the King died in his palace at
Richmond. He would be succeeded by a boy in